nucleus could be seen, whilst on the right side there were only faint traces of other bony deposits. This would appear to indicate active disease after birth. The fibula was unusually long relatively to the tibia, and on the right side took part in the articular plateau of the knee-joint.
By W. G. SPENCER, M.S.
FEMALE, aged 19, shows persistent nodes and a gummatous scar on the scalp. In June she was admitted under Mr. Arthur Evans for severe ulceration of the fauces and pharynx. Tracheotomy was done and salvarsan administered, after which the ulceration rapidly healed, resulting in stenosis. Mr. Evans then performed a plastic operation upon the soft palate and fauces; the tracheotomy tube was left out, and the patient was discharged on August 19, breathing a.nd swallowing well.
On October 15, she was readmitted, under Mr. Spencer, with dyspncea; hardly able to swallow fluids. After reintroducing the tracheotomy tube it was found that the nasopharynx would allow of the passage of only a very small catheter, whilst a No. 10 passed with difficulty through the fauces and pharynx. On gently dilating to admit a finger, the fauces and pharynx, down to the larynx, were found to be changed into a very dense ring, in which the vessels of the neck had become involved. Therefore a No. 10 cesophageal tube was passed through the left nostril down the pharynx, through which the patient was at first fed, but soon she swallowed beside it. Later, a full-sized cesophageal cannula was passed, beside which the patient can now swallow ordinary hospital diet, and has rapidly put on flesh. She can herself take out the tube when she goes out of doors and put it back before a meal. For the present, therefore, the necessity for gastrostomy has been avoided. The tracheotomy tube will be required permanently. The very dense and extensive fibrosis which has followed the rapid healing of the ulceration after salvarsan is a disappointment.
Mr. SPENCER added that the patient had had ulceration of the nasopharynx down to the epiglottis for nearly four years; this healed up rapidly under the salvarsan given by Mr. Evans, but was followed by the dense ring from the palate and tongue to the epiglottis and upper part of the larynx. He hoped that by keeping up the dilatation the fibrosis would disappear in a year or so. He believed it was somewhat less since she had been wearing the tube through her nose. The fibrosis was very marked soon after the healing.
